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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (E/CN .12/432,433 and bbk) 
(continued) 
Mr, PREBISOH (Executive Secretary) ' said that he wished to 
make a statement in re pi;: i-> the question asked by the United 
States representative at the previous meeting regarding the 
exact functions of the ECLA secretariat in the administration 
of technical assistance. The functions of the ECLA secretariat 
in the field of technical asistance were merely a p3>rt of its 
general functions within the responsibility of the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs at United Nations Headquarters. 
There had been no transfer whatever of functions from the 
Technical Assistance Administration to ECLA, but only a geogra-
phic shift of some of the functions of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs at United Nations Headquarters to 
the Santiago and Mexico offices. 
The functions in question were of a purely advisory nature 
and consisted in giving expert advice to TAA officials, and not 
to Governments, with which ECLA had no direct contact in the 
field of technical assistance. When TAA.prepared its annual 
programme it called upon ECLA for advice on what was most urgent 
\ 
and useful for the economic and Industrial development of each 
country involved. Since the purpose of technical assistance 
was to help Governments to solve their individual problems, 
it was only logical that TAA should rely upon the advice of 
ECLA, which had thoroughly studied the ec'onomic development 
/problems of 
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p r o b l e m s o f a l l t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s . W h e n e v e r a 
G o v e r n m e n t a s k e d TAA f o r t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f a n e x p e r t , TAA 
c o n s u l t e d E C L A o n t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s r e q u i r e d i n t h a t p a r t i c u -
l a r c a s e a n d t h e t y p e o f w o r k t h a t w o u l d b e m o s t l i k e l y t o l e a d 
t o f r u i t f u l r e s u l t s . W h e n t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a n d t h e t y p e o f 
w o r k r e q u i r e d h a d b e e n d e t e r m i n e d i n t h a t w a y , E C L A o f t e n 
s u b m i t t e d l i s t s o f s u i t a b l e c a n d i d a t e s ; b u t t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r t h e c h o i c e r e s t e d w i t h T A A . A f t e r t h e c a n d i d a t e h a d b e e n 
s e l e c t e d , h e w a s f r e q u e n t l y s e n t t o t h e M e x i c o . o r t h e S a n t i a g o 
o f f i c e o f E C L A , w h e r e e x p e r t s b r i e f e d h i m o n t h e g e n e r a l 
c o n d i t i o n s a n d b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e c o u n t r y t o w h i c h h e h a d b e e n 
a s s i g n e d , a n d t h u s s p a r e d h i m a g r e a t d e a l o f r e s e a r c h w o r k 
a n d e x p e n s e . TAA a l s o a s k e d E C L A f o r i t s v i e w s a n d s u g g e s t i o n s 
r e g a r d i n g t h e r e p o r t s s u b m i t t e d b y e x p e r t s o n c o m p l e t i o n o f 
t h e i r a s s i g n m e n t s . 
T h u s i t w a s c l e a r t h a t t h e o n l y r o l e p l a y e d b y E C L A i n 
t h e f i e l d o f t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e w a s t o p r o v i d e t e c h n i c a l 
a s s i s t a n c e t o - TAA i t s e l f . E C L A s t a f f h a d i n s o m e i n s t a n c e s 
b e e n a s s i g n e d t o G o v e r n m e n t s , b u t o n l y w h e n t h e y h a d ( p r e v i o u s l y 
1 -. -.-n s e c o n d e d t o T A A ; a n d i n s u c h c a s e s t h e y n a t u r a l l y r e c e i v e d 
t h e i r i n s t r u c t i o n s f r o m T A A , a n d n o t f r o m E C L A . 
M r . R O S E N S O N ( U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a ) t h a n k e d t h e 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y f o r t h e h e l p f u l a n d i n t e r e s t i n g s t a t e m e n t 
h e h a d m a d e i n r e s p o n s e t o . . t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s d e l e g a t i o n ' s 
r e q u e s t . 
/ M r . J O R D A N 
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M r . J O R D A N ( B o l i v i a ) r e v i e w e d t h e h i s t o r y o f h i s c o u n t r y ' s 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h ' t h e T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e ' A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a n d 
e x p r e s s e d h i s g r a t i t u d e f o r t h e h e l p t h a t h a d b e e n g i v e n t o 
B o l i v i a i n t h e p r o m o t i o n o f i t s e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t n o t o n l y 
b y TAA i t s e l f , b u t a l s o b y t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n o f A m e r i c a n S t a t e s , 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s G o v e r n m e n t , I L O , U N E S C O , FAO a n d U N I C E F . He 
h o p e d t h a t t h e n e w ' a g r e e m e n t h i s c o u n t r y h a d r e c e n t l y c o n c l u d e d 
w i t h t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s a n d s e v e r a l s p e c i a l i z e d a g e n c i e s w o u l d • 
e n a b l e i t t o c a r r y i t s s h o r t - t e r m a n d l o n g - t e r m e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m m e s t o a s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n . 
M r . Z I J D E R V E L D ( N e t h e r l a n d s ) s a i d t h a t h i s G o v e r n m e n t h a d 
s h o w n i t s s y m p a t h e t i c a t t i t u d e t o t h e p r o b l e m o f t e c h n i c a l 
a s s i s t a n c e b y i n c r e a s i n g i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o TAA f u n d s a n d b y 
p r o v i d i n g t r a i n i n g f a c i l i t i e s f o r s t u d e n t s f r o m a l l o v o r t h e 
w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g a n a p p r e c i a b l e n u m b e r f r o m t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a n 
c o u n t r i e s . T h e n u m b e r o f N e t h e r l a n d s e x p e r t s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 
t h e E x p a n d e d P r o g r a m m e o f T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e h a d a l s o i n -
c r e a s e d , a n d m a n y o f t h e n w e r e w o r k i n g i n L a t i n A m e r i c a . A 
s p e c i a l d e p a r t m e n t o f t h e N e t h e r l a n d s M i n i s t r y o f F o r e i g n 
A f f a i r s m a i n t a i n e d c o n s t a n t c o n t a c t w i t h TAA a n d t h e s p e c i a l i z e d 
a g e n c i e s . 
S i n c e 1954> t h e N e t h e r l a n d s h a d b e e n p r o v i d i n g t e c h n i c a l 
a s s i s t a n c e b y a n e w m e t h o d , n a m e l y , b y s e n d i n g y o u n g e x p e r t s 
t o a c t a s a s s i s t a n t s t o s e n i o r e x p o r t s . O n e o f t h e m a i n 
a d v a n t a g e s o f t h a t . s y s t e m w a s t h a t i t e n a b l e d t h e s o n i o y e x p e r t 
t o d e v o t e h i m s e l f t o s t u d y a n d r e s e a r c h , w h i l e h i s a s s i s t a n t 
/ c o n c e n t r a t e d m a i n l y 
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concentrated mainly on field work. Another advantage was that 
the assistant was in that way gradually trained for the role 
of senior expert. Salary and travel expenses were paid by the 
Netherlands Government, while the host country defrayed the 
living expenses, 
Mr. EZEKIEL (Pood and Agriculture Organization) said that 
his Organization had used many of the junior experts mentioned 
by the Netherlands representative and had found them most 
efficient. He also wished to emphasize that it was becoming 
more and more difficult to recruit qualified agricultural 
experts for service in foreign countries, because of the per-
sonal sacrifices entailed, as also because of the frustrations 
they often encountered in trying to achieve implementation 
of the necessary measures. Other highly developed countries' 
would do well to study the Netherlands programme to see if they 
could not develop pregrammes of their own for the training 
of an adequate supply of qualified experts. 
Mr, HERNANDEZ (Venezuela) referred to the need for each 
country to have a true and complete picture of its own cultural, 
social a.nd economic problems. Technical assistance should not 
be regarded as a universal panacea but merely as a very useful 
complement to the activities of the country itself. It had 
been extremely useful to Venezuela and his country would 
continue its co-operation with TAA to the fullest extent pos-
sible, In conclusion, he emphasized that technical assistance 
programmes should be endowed with the necessary measure of 
flexibility. 
/Mr. GAMBOA 
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Mr. GAMBQA (Cuba) said that his Government fully realized 
the importance of the contribution made by'technical assistance 
to the solution of its economic development problems. It had 
set up a special department to co-ordinate all aspects of 
technical assistance, \ihich was given full publicity in the 
country. 
Mr. MELERO (Argentina) expressed his Government's support 
for all 'national and international efforts in the field of 
technical assistance. Latin American countries were in duty 
bound to support not only national and international programmes 
but also all bilateral arrangements for the promotion of 
economic development. Owing to particular political conditions, 
his country had been somewhat slow in availing itself of the 
benefits of technical assistance, but a promising start had 
now been made. Argentina would be glad to contribute to that 
common undertaking by placing -.11 its universities and 
educational centers at the disposal of ail the Latin American 
countries. 
Mr. BARNES (United Kingdom) wondered whether ho was 
correct in assuming, firstly, that the Commission had thus far 
had no official recommendation from the Secretariat on the 
advantages or disadvantages of decentralization, and, secondly, 
that the whole question was, so to speak, sub .iudico, pending 
the forthcoming reports of the Secretary-General to ECOSOG and 
to the General Assembly. 
Mr. SWENSON (Deputy Director, Economic Commission for 




INDUSTRY, ENERGY AND MINING; PROBLEMS AND POLICY ( E / C N . 1 2 / 4 2 5 
and 434) 
Mr . EJIS.GHIIER (Technical Assistance Administration) 
presented and summarized the report on the problems o? the iron 
and steel making and transforming industries in Latin America 
(E/GN.12/425). 
Mr. MAYOBRE (Secretary of the Committee) presented and 
summarized the progress report of the pulp and paper advisory 
group in Latin America (E/CN.12/434)• 
Mr. SILVA PINTO (Brazil) said that the Bogota mooting of 
experts held in 1952 and the Sao Paulo mooting of experts held 
in 1956 had been landmarks in guiding Latin American countries 
in the development of the iron and stool industry. The main 
finding of the Bogota meeting had been that Latin American 
countries could not meet their requirements in steel and there-
fore had to rely on imports, which wore limited by the 
availability of foreign currency. By the tine of the Sao Paulo 
meeting, iron and stool production in Argentina, Brazil and 
Chile had increased considerably but had still fallen far short 
of the needs. The Sao Paulo mooting had devoted attention to 
several technical questions, including the oxygen process in 
steel manufacturing, a method which required smaller investments 
and yielded steel of a very good quality. As for stool rolling 
mills, it was advisable to avoid the installation of equipment 
which soon proved inadequate. His Government had set up a 
special working group, which was now studying all aspects of 
the iron and steel industry, projecting production and 
consumption statistics up to the year 19&5 and calculating the 




H i s G o v e r n m e n t w a s m o s t a n x i o u s t h a t t h e s t u d i e s t h u s f a r i n i t i a t e d i n 
I 
c o n n e x i o n w i t h t h e i r o n a n d s t e e l i n d u s t r y s h o u l d b e c a r r i e d t o a 
c o n c l u s i o n ; t h a t was t h e n a i n r e a s o n f o r . t h e s u b m i s s i o n o f t h e d r a f t 
r e s o l u t i o n a p p e a r i n g i n C o n f e r e n c e Room P a p e r N° 2 1 . 
M r . HERNANDEZ ( V e n e z u e l a ) s a i d t h a t h i s G o v e r n m e n t w a s t a k i n g s t e p s 
t o d e v e l o p t h e i r o n a n d s t e e l i n d u s t r y , w h i c h h a d a v e r y p r o m i s i n g 
f u t u r e b e c a u s e o f t h e l a r g e d e p o s i t s o f i r o n o r e a v a i l a b l e i n t h e 
c o u n t r y . H i s d e l e g a t i o n w o u l d s u p p o r t t h e d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s u b m i t t e d 
b y t h e d e l e g a t i o n o f B r a z i l . 
M r . MOSER ( F o o d a n d A g r i c u l t u r e O r g a n i z a t i o n ) s a i d t h a t i n a d d i t i o n 
t o t h e P r o g r e s s R e p o r t o f t h e P u l p a n d P a p e r . A d v i s o r y G r o u p i n L a t i n 
A m e r i c a ( E / C N . 1 2 / 4 3 4 ) , t h e r e was t h e b o o k l e t "Raw m a t e r i a l s f o r m o r e 
p a p e r " i s s u e d b y t h e FAO F o r e s t r y D i v i s i o n , w h i c h h a d c o l l e c t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e 
i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e p r i c e s o f p a p e r and p u l p m a n u f a c t u r i n g e q u i p m e n t 
a n d w h i c h c o u l d t r a n s m i t t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n , . 
He h o p e d ths>t t h o s e L a t i n A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s w h i c h h a d n o t a l r e a d y 
d o n e s o w o u l d a s k t h e A d v i s o r y Group - f o r a s u r v e y o f t h e p u l p a n d p a p e r 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f t h e i r f o r e s t s . 
M r . 5 ILVA PINTO ( B r a z i l ) s a i d t h a t h i s c o u n t r y was g i v i n g s p e c i a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f i n c r e a s i n g p u l p a n d p a p e r p r o d u c t i o n . 
T h a t w a s , f i r s t l y , b e c a u s e t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a p a p e r i n d u s t r y c a r r i e d w i t h 
i t i m p l i c a t i o n s o f a c u l t u r a l n a t u r e , a n d , s e c o n d l y , b e c a u s e t h e p r o d u c t s 
i n q u e s t i o n w o u l d s a v e a l a r g e amount o f f o r e i g n c u r r e n c y . 
T h e r e w e r e c e r t a i n d i f f i c u l t i e s , h o w e v e r : a l a c k o f t e c h n i c a l 
k n o w l e d g e on t h e p a r t o f B r a z i l i a n i n d u s t r i a l i s t s a n d t e c h n i c i a n s , a n d 
/ t h e e x p e n s e 
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the expense of the initial equipment. He therefore urged that ECLA should 
continue to study the problems connected with the promotion of pulp and 
paper production in Latin America, and introduced a resolution to that 
effect^(Conference Room Paper N° 28). 
In reply to a question by Mr. MONDRAGQN (Honduras), Mr. MOSER (Food and 
Agriculture Organization) explained that the work which had been carried out 
in Honduras had been undertaken by the Technical Assistance Administration, 
as part of the plan for Central American economic integration. In reply 
to the Brazilian representative, he suggested that the Brazilian 
Government might consider the possibility of requesting an expert who 
was a specialist in the building of pulp and paper mills, 
• Mr. BARNES (United Kingdom) drew attention to some of the factors 
which should be taken into consideration before a country could properly 
decide to establish a pulp and paper industry. In general, care should 
be taken not to accelerate development beyond the clear need for the 
products in question, or in conflict with what was economically 
feasible. He urged the importance of creating conditions attractive to 
foreign private investment, and considered that development could be to 
the general benefit'only if potential markets, for example, for paper-
making plants and machinery, were open to all countries on the basis of 
equal opportunity. He stressed the desirability of bringing about 
conditions which would prove attractive to foreign investors. 
Mr. SILVA PINTO (Brazil) said he did not feel that the FAO 
representative's suggestion of a bilateral arrangement for the procuring 
of information and advice quite met the case. The problems relating 




Latin American countries. 
At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Mr, MAIOBRE -(Secretary of the Committee) 
drew the Committee's attention to the relevant documents, including the . . 
Note by the Secretariat on United Nations Activities in connexion with . 
Nuclear Energy (E/CN.12/447). , 
Mr. ASTRAIN (Chile) said that the importance of power as a means to.. 
economic development was widely recognized in his country. Between 1955 : 
and 1957 great steps had been taken in Chile. The use of nuclear power 
for economic purposes had become a practical reality and, given the fact 
that Chile was forced to import a great proportion of its. fuel, it had 
been decided to concentrate on an accelerated programme of nuclear energy 
development. He gave details of the power programme in his country and 
referred to the experience of the United Kingdom and other countries in 
that field. 
While he recognized the difficulties concerning capital outlay and 
the need for trained staff, he emphasized the desirability of regarding 
nuclear energy as a useful alternative source of power. 
He hoped that ECLA would continue to study developments in that field 
and he submitted, in conduction with other delegations,.a draft resolution 
to that effect (Conference Room Paper N° 25). 
Mr. BARNES (United Kingdom) pointed out that his country had been 
the first to launch a national plan for the use of nuclear power. Under 
the current revised programme it was expected that by 1965 some nineteen 
nuclear power stations would have been built. By that time, nuclear power 
should be able to account for half the amount of additional fuel that, 





He w e n t on t o g i v e d e t a i l s o f t h e t e c h n i c a l a s p e c t s o f t h e U n i t e d • 
Kingdom p r o g r a m m e . 
T h e q u e s t i o n o f c o s t s , w i t h w h i c h t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f C h i l e h a d 
j u s t d e a l t , w a s c l e a r l y o f t h e u t m o s t i m p o r t a n c e . T h e c o m p e t i t i v e 
p o s i t i o n o f n u c l e a r power d e p e n d e d o n a g r e a t n u m b e r o f f a c t o r s . T h e 
p o s s i b i l i t j . e s o f e c o n o m i c g e n e r a t i o n o f n u c l e a r power v a r i e d f r o m c o u n t r y 
t 'o c o u n t r y , a c c o r d i n g t o w h e t h e r a c o u n t r y h a d l a r g e r e s e r v e s o f e a s i l y -
won a n d c o n v e n i e n t l y s i t u a t e d c o a l o r o i l , a n a w h e t h e r i t h a d r e s e r v e s 
o f h y d r o - e l e c t r i c power c o n v e n i e n t l y c l o s e t o t h e p o i n t s o f p o w e r c o n s u m p t i o n . 
T h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f c a p i t a l a n d t h e r a t e o f i n t e r e s t a t w h i c h money c o u l d 
b e b o r r o w e d m i g h t a l s o , o f c o u r s e , b e a - d e t e r m i n i n g f a c t o r . T h e o u t s t a n d i n g 
e c o n o m i c a d v a n t a g e o f n u c l e a r p o w e r w a s t h a t f u e l c o s t s w e r e l o w . C a p i t a l 
c o s t s , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , w e r e l i k e l y t o b e much h i g h e r t h a n f o r c o m p a r a b l e 
c o a l o r o i l - f i r e d s t a t i o n s , a t l e a s t i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s . 
T h e U n i t e d Kingdom h a d s i g n e d a g r e e m e n t s f o r t h e e x c h a n g e o f 
i n f o r m a t i o n , o r h a d e n t e r e d i n t o t e c h n i c a l d i s c u s s i o n s , w i t h a l a r g e 
number o f c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g A r g e n t i n a and B r a z i l . 
He g a v e d e t a i l s o f t h e v a r i o u s t r a i n i n g s c h o o l s a n d i n s t i t u t i o n s 
i n h i s c o u n t r y , 
M r , JORDAN ( B o l i v i a ) g a v e an e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e v a r i o u s e x t e r n a l 
f a c t o r s w h i c h w e r e i m p e d i n g t h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f L a t i n A m e r i c a , 
w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e t o B o l i v i a , a n d e m p h a s i z e d t h e o u t s t a n d i n g n e e d 
f o r f o r e i g n c a p i t a l . He o u t l i n e d t h e p r o b l e m s r a i s e d - b y t h e 
i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y o f B o l i v i a . 




It was his hope that a canal would one day be built linking the 
Amazon and the River Plate; however, he would withdraw the draft resolution 
on the subject which he had submitted (Conference Room Paper N6 11) bearing 
in mind the fact that the secretariat had proposed that the draft resolution 
on the Amazon basin should be transferred to UNESCO. 
Mr. POUSSARD (France) said that lack of power was one of the most 
serious obstacles to economic development; he was pleased, therefore, to 
note tha.t there had been some improvement In that respect in Latin America. 
Every effort should be made to utilize the conventional power resources 
of Latin America, which had not yet been fully exploited; the more so 
since nuclear power units were costly and were subject to the risk of 
rapid obsolescence. 
He outlined recent developments in France in connexion with nuclear 
power. 
In his view, the most useful course which the Latin American countries 
could follow at the present time would be to establish research centres 
where technicians could be trained in the complex field of nuclear energy. 
After sn exchange of views, the CHAIRMAN proposed the establishment 
of a working party composed of the representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua and the United States, to consider the various draft 
resolutions. 
It was so decided. 
T h e m e e t i n g r o s e a t 1 . 1 5 p . m . 
